THE NEW RUSSIAN: LEISURE
explained to me that Ms comrades in this department
not merely "played" at wireless, they actually broad-
cast programmes to all the other Palaces of Pioneers in
every part of the Soviet Union, the programmes being
relayed from the city broadcasting station.
In the Rostov Palace of Pioneers I watched little
boys studying models of ships, cranes and railway
sidings such as were used on the Don river, at the
port. They gave me a demonstration of the unloading
of a ship. At Stalingrad, where the tractors and other
agricultural machines are made, the Palace contains
models of internal<ombustion engines in section. A
lecturer explains the models and diagrams to a group of
little boys and girls, who spend much of their time
copying the models in crayon and mastering their
intricacies perfectly. All kinds of other less im-
mediately useful hobbies, from pond life and micro-
scopes to astronomy and telescopes, and reading in the
library, are heavily subsidised for children, and
Palaces of Pioneers are among the most impressive
pieces of social achievement in the Soviet Union. In
the innumerable workers' clubs all over the country
similar facilities are available for the exercise of the
personal interests of adults.
All these things are concerned with leisure. Yet what
is the determining line, the focal point of it all?
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